
	

Shet land Pony Society of 
North America

The 2009 SPSNA Shows

Happy New Year!  Mark your 
calendars to show your ponies this 
year at our 2009 SPSNA shows!

The Shetland Pony Society of North America Board members have 
been very busy this winter refining rules, adding new classes, and 
preparing for an even better 2009 show season.  Below is the list of 
SPSNA pointed shows for the 2009 season. Prizelists will be sent out 
prior to each show and will be available online at 
www.shetlandponysociety.org.

June 27th - SPSNA Shetland Halter Show - Olney Farm
July 11th - St. Alban's Benefit SPSNA Shetland Show - Olney Farm
July 18th - Maryland Pony Breeder's SPSNA Shetland Show 
August 16th - SPSNA Shetland Performance Show - Olney Farm
Aug/Sept TBA - Maryland State Fair SPSNA Shetland Show

SPSNA BOARD 

MEMBERS:

Chairperson:
Jennifer Long (09)
301-865-7432
Dakota4531@aol.com

Vice Chairperson: 
Patricia Fenwick (09)
410-591-7503
pattiponi@myway.com

Secretary/Registry:
Sarah Gallagher (09)
443-616-6360

Treasury/Newsletter/
Membership:
Laurie Donaldson (10)
717-993-3775
lbdonaldson@hotmail.com

Publicity:
John Cubbage (10)
410-838-1529
jcubb10128@aol.com

Amy Fenwick (10)
410-771-1756
amyfenwick@mac.com

Additional Members:
Charlene Waters (09)
410-879-4033

Honorary Board Members:
Ami Howard
Louise Este Hollyday
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The 2009 Annual SPSNA Banquet

Come join us on February 21st for 
our annual awards banquet and 
general meeting!

     Our annual banquet and general meeting will be held at St. John’s 
Church on February 21, 2009 at 1:00 pm.  Anyone who attended last year 
knows the food and company will be excellent.  We will be awarding Year-
End Awards and for the first time, Bronze and Silver Thistle Awards!  The 
reservation form for the banquet is attached to this newsletter.  The 
deadline for submitting reservations is February 14th.  The menu and 
prices are located on the banquet form.  

     We will also be holding elections to replace/re-elect members of the 
Board.  Terms are ending for Jennifer Long, Patricia Fenwick, Sarah 
Gallagher, and Charlene Waters.  Sarah, Jennifer, and Patti have agreed 
to run again.  We will have the full slate available at the banquet.  Each 
family membership gets one vote.  If you or anyone you know would be 
willing to work on the Board, please contact a current Board member as 
soon as possible.  

     Also, remember to bring an auction item to donate and/or consider 
buying some great items.  The items can be horse or non-horse related.   
We have lots of fun at our banquet - plan to join us!
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2008 SPSNA Year-End High Point Results

Performance Classes:
Youth Showmanship 13-17 - Jacqueline Swain (8)
Youth Showmanship 9-12 - Savannah Coker (7)
Youth Showmanship 8 & Under - Daisy Abell Fenwick (16)
Leadline 3 & Under - Sophie Perri (5)
Leadline 4-6 - Charley Perri (8)
Leading Rein 8 & Under - Olney Nick Nack (13)
Walk - Charmsley Hi Speed (9)
Walk-Trot - Olney Nick Nack (20)
Walk-Trot-Canter - Olney Nick Nack (15)
Equitation Walk-Trot - Ryan Keefe (16)
Equitation Walk-Trot-Canter - Ellie Perri (10)
Equitation Over Fences - Daisy Fenwick (10)
Jumper In-Hand - Olney Nick Nack (18)
Adult Halter Obstacle  - Olney Nick Nack (16)
Youth Halter Obstacle - Charmsley Hi Speed (36)
Ground Driving for Green Ponies - Kalmia Royal Tapestry (4)
Novice Driving - Olney Phunny (1) and SonaraÕs Charade Rose (1)
Ladies Driving - Olney Phunny - Michelle Palmieri (1)
                           - Kalmia Rambling Rose - Joyce Miller (1)
Youth Driving - Jerusalem IÕm Alice - Carolyn McGraw (1)
Open Driving - SonaraÕs Charade Rose (6)
Driving Stakes - SonaraÕs Charade Rose (10)
Best Child’s Pony - Olney Nick Nack (10)

Breeding Classes:
Junior Stallion Foal - Celynnen Velveteen Rabbit (5)
Junior Stallion Yearling - Providence Under the Gun (8)
Junior Stallion Two Year Old - None Shown
Senior Stallion 3 & 4 Year Old - Kalmia Rebel Yell (21)
Senior Stallion 5 and Over - Inka Rue CadetÕs King (4)
Junior Mare Foal - Kalmia Valiant Effort (6)
Junior Mare Yearling - Kalmia Uptown Girl (5)
Junior Mare Two Year Old - Olney Tinkerbelle (15)
Senior Mare 3 & 4 Year Old - Kalmia Royal Tapestry (15)
Senior Mare 5 and Older - Olney Mardi Gras (18)
Senior Broodmare - Olney Yippee (3)
Junior Gelding Yearling - Olney Upperco (2)
Junior Gelding Two Year Old - CarowayÕs Timberjack (3)
Senior Gelding 3 & 4 Year Old- Olney Quick Draw McGraw (1)
Senior Gelding 5 & Older - Susquehanna Harry (22)
Mare & Foal of 2008 - Olney Yippee & Kalmia Valiant Effort (3)
Pinto - Olney Kushion (4)
Solid Color - Charmsley Hi Speed (9)

2008 Silver Thistle Awards 
 
 2008 Bronze Thistle Awards
(250 Lifetime Points Accrued)
 (125 Lifetime Points Accrued)    
Olney Nick Nack
 
 
 Olney Nick Nack
Inka Rue CadetÕs King! ! Inka Rue CadetÕs King!
Kalmia Loring! ! ! Kalmia Loring! ! !
! ! ! ! Charmsley Hi Speed
! ! ! ! Olney Hey
! ! ! ! Kalmia Royal Tapestry
! ! ! ! Kalmia Rambling Rose
! ! ! ! Olney Mardi Gras
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Have a topic you would like to write about for our newsletter?  We love guest submissions!  Please submit 
your article to shetlandponysociety@hotmail.com  and you may see it published here!  This edition’s guest writer 
is member Nikita J. Eike.

GET YOUR HAT, GRAB YOUR WHIP AND SMILE: 
THE ABC OF A WINNING TURNOUT!

I was surprised to be asked to write this article for the Newsletter since I have never shown in a Shetland Breed 
class in North America.  My experience comes from having being raised in Europe and after years of Pleasure 
Driving ADS-style  (American Driving Society), I have gained an appreciation for what it takes to put a winning 
turnout together, especially in terms of outfitting the driver.   I have had the pleasure to help ADS drivers, season 
after season, put together their driving wardrobe at a price they can afford, and in a style that is both appropriate 
for their type of driving and flattering for their figure.

Smile:  The number one and most important aspect of a turnout is the smile.  All else is built around it.  We are 
there to enjoy ourselves and our ponies, in good company and we have to show this to be the case.  There 
cannot be anything more depressing for a judge than to see a whole bunch of people who seem to be in need of a 
root canal!

Clean & Proper:  The next step to consider is “clean and proper”.  The clothes do not have to be expensive but 
they have to be clean, well fitted and appropriate for the occasion.  The driver has to dress as if they were going 
to a business appointment or a job interview.  This is not a costume class, a period costume class (even if 
showing in an antique vehicle), or a commercial class, unless specified.

Color:  I usually advise the person to start with the color scheme and type of clothes they feel the most confident 
wearing.  While it is true that some colors will not look the best with some horses coat color, it is at least a point of 
departure.  Be careful when choosing a color scheme that stands out, you have to drive the color you are wearing 
and the performance as well as the whole turnout have to be up to par.

Style:  I also inquire as to which style the person favors in term of career suit and what is their body type.  It is 
important to have an idea of what a person looks like from the side when sitting in a carriage.  Ask someone to 
take a side-view picture of you driving your pony; it will give you an idea of the adjustments you need to make.

Driving Apron:  Start with your apron, it is probably the most expensive piece of driving clothes that you will buy 
and most people only have a few.  It is usually wise to have one for the sunny days and one that is waterproof.  In 
theory, the apron should match the upholstery, but since with the smaller ponies many people have carts with 
black vinyl upholstery, I think that the rule should not be rigidly followed, unless the show is very formal.  Choose a 
neutral color that will go well with the rest of your outfits.  Avoid busy fabrics that are distracting and hard to 
match; dark green, blue, brown and black are classics.  I am not personally fond of black since it shows dirt better 
than the monogram!  The apron should come to the ankles when the driver is sitting in the carriage.  For the lower 
levels, I prefer a piping that is the same color of the apron since it will not limit the choice of clothes that match the 
apron as much as if I have to consider matching two colors.

Shoes:  Since we are considering the bottom half of the outfit, let’s talk about the shoes.  Traditionally the shoes 
should be of a dark color, and match the color of the harness.  Cowboy boots, work boots, or running shoes are 
not appropriate for the show ring.  An elegant loafer or oxford with a non-marking sole (it protects the finish on the 
carriage) are classics and never out of place.  Ideally, the color of the shoes should match the color of the 
harness. At an informal summer driving show, a light colored outfit could be matched with light colored shoes, like 
a beige or a taupe, but not white.  In the heydays of carriage driving, someone wearing white shoes would not 
have been driving the cart!  Heels should be low and fairly broad to avoid getting trapped in the floor board.  It is 
also very difficult to adopt a proper driving position while wearing high heels.

(continued on next page...)
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(continued from previous page...)

Outfit:  When it comes to the driver’s clothes, my preference goes to a well-tailored skirt suit, or possibly a 
pantsuit.  When you try the jacket or blazer, try it with your apron to see that it is not too bulky underneath the 
apron.  Make sure that the sleeves are long enough so that part of your arm is not showing when you are in the 
driving position.  A busy pattern on the jacket can give an interesting look to the turnout, but make sure that the 
rest of your clothes are plain so as not to overcrowd the outfit and be dizzying for the judge.  A moving glass jar 
full of jellybeans is not the look we are going for here.  A plain color can be animated by adding a little splash of 
contrasting color on the lapel, like a brooch or even a small corsage.  The blouse underneath the jacket should be 
completely buttoned-up, unless it is not designed to do so, and a brooch or small scarf tied as a bow could be 
added to give a finishing touch.  On a cooler day, an elegant turtleneck with a small necklace is perfectly 
acceptable.  Wearing just an elegant long-sleeved blouse may be acceptable, but never short sleeves.

Gloves:  Do not forget that the gloves should always be brown and cover the wrists well.  Avoid lighter brown 
gloves, they are more visible and will be a glaring advertisement of any reinmanship flaws.

Hat:  An elegant and well-suited hat puts the finishing touch to a driving outfit.  It is, in my opinion, never out of 
place to wear a helmet if you are driving a young pony, or for a junior.  Some hat companies offer a proper driving 
hat with a concealed helmet, and although bulky, it is a safe compromise.  A good hat will last you for a long time 
and it is worth investing in something of quality.  Straw can be worn from Memorial Day weekend to Labor Day 
weekend which covers the most part of the show season.  Sinamay straw hats from a good milliner are quite 
expensive but there are other alternatives.  April Cornell hats are sweet and simple and can often be found on 
Ebay for a very reasonable price.  A simple hat can be enlivened by adding a hatpin.  Make sure that your hair is 
nicely tucked underneath the hat with pins, a hairnet or gathered in a bun at the base of the hat.  For men, a 
boater hat, a fedora or a bowler are classic choices and an Irish cap can be worn for less formal events.  It is 
advisable to choose a smaller hat with a smaller equine.  If your turnout is more of country carriage style, avoid 
large brimmed extravagant hats that are reserved for very formal carriages or as a passenger on a coach.  Also 
avoid floppy hats that will take every imaginable shapes in the wind, and you will invariably end-up looking like a 
pirate at one moment or another!  Don’t forget to have a rain hat that is suitable for driving.

Accoutrements:  Jewelry and make-up should be discreet and in good taste.  Most people can find the majority 
of what they need for their outfit in their own closet.  Take the time to drive in the outfit you are planning to show in 
so that it feels comfortable and familiar.  You will not earn any ribbon if you look stiff and awkward in your new 
outfit.  Remember to bring a frock or a lab coat to protect your show clothes, or else steer clear of pastel colors!  
A lovely peach blazer with green drool ‘horse art’ is not the most appealing.  Attention to details is one of the keys 
to a blue ribbon.  A smile is always de rigueur and is the final touch to the simple to the most elaborate outfit! 

Choosing a proper outfit for driving has a lot to do with the traditions of the sport and are part of its beauty and 
appeal.  The choice of clothes is not a matter of personal style or personality.  We can make personal choice 
inside of what is appropriate for our chosen style of driving.  A very successful competitor once told me that a sure 
way to choose driving clothes wisely is never to think of wearing something that Her Majesty the Queen would not 
be caught dead in.

I would be more than happy to help anyone who would like some help putting an outfit together or finding great 
deals on show clothes and hats.  

Nikita J Eike
Tir Na Lump Driving Ponies
Hampstead, MD
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Shetland Pony Society of  North America
241 Grove Road
Stewartstown, PA  17363
website:
www.shetlandponysociety.org
email:
shetlandponysociety@hotmail.com

Bits and Pieces...
Please note we have several foals who have not been registered, yet were 

shown in the 2008 show year.  We have extended the deadline for registration 
for 2008 foals until February 7th.  Any foals not registered by that date will 
have 2008 points removed from their records. 

 In our third year (2008), we have seen the registry grow to include over 200 
ponies!  Be sure to get those foals registered and give transfer papers to new 
owners of ponies sold. All forms can be found on the website.

Our membership form for the 2009 year is included in this newsletter.  New this 
year, we are allowing pony owners to sponsor non-family junior members (age 17 & 
under) for $5.00 each.  This allows junior members to accrue points in performance 
classes judged on the youth.  A guardian signature is required.  

Do you have suggestions or ideas for the Board or for the newsletter?  We 
make sure we listen to every suggestion and weigh the pros and cons of each one 
carefully.  We value everyone’s input.

Please contact any of our Board members or email 
shetlandponysociety@hotmail.org with suggestions or pony news or pony-related 
ads!

UPCOMING EVENTS:

FEBRUARY
Awards Banquet and 
General Meeting - 2/21/09 
- St. John’s Church - 
Glyndon, MD,  1:00 pm.

JUNE/JULY/AUGUST    
Watch for show prizelists 
- we start in June!
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You are invited to our annual

Shetland Pony Society of North America 

Awards Banquet 

and General Meeting.
When:  Saturday, February 21, 2009
Where:  St. John’s Church, 3738 Butler Road, Glyndon, MD  21136

Menu: Caesar Salad

  Choice of Rosemary Chicken with Rice and Dinner rolls 
        or Beef Fajitas with Roasted Vegetables

  For the kids:  Chicken Tenders and Macaroni and Cheese
  Brownies and Cookies for Dessert

Price:  $18 per adult
   $8 for children age 10 and under.

Don’t forget to bring an auction item or have fun making a bid!
_____________________cut off below and return with check by February 7th________________________

# of Adults attending:____ x $18 = ______

# of Children 10 & U:____ x $8  = ______

Names and Phone Number:______________________________________________________ 

Mail to:  Laurie Donaldson, SPSNA treasurer

  241 Grove Rd, Stewartstown, PA  17363  Questions?  717-993-3775 (Laurie)



Shetland Pony Society of North America Membership Form

The dues period will run from January 1 to December 31 of each year.  Show points for the current year will 
accrue from the date the membership dues are received by the Membership Secretary.

Please select one:
___New   
___Renewal

Also, please select one:
___Individual membership ($25)
___Family membership ($35)  Family membership includes adults and related children under age 18 residing in 
the same household.

Please list the names of adults, and the names and ages of related children (under age 18), if applicable,  in the 
household:

Names of adult family member(s): __________________________________________________________

     __________________________________________________________
Names and ages of children: 
_________________________   ______  ________________________________   ______

__________________________   ______  ________________________________   ______

__________________________   ______  ________________________________   ______

Farm Name:_____________________________________________________________________________

Street Address:__________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip:___________________________________________________________________________

Phone:________________________________________________________________________________

Email Address:___________________________________________________________________________

You will receive an Official Guide to the SPSNA.  Pony registration  forms and all other forms are available in the Guide 
and online at www.shetlandponysociety.org

Make checks payable to SPSNA.  Send form and money order or check (U.S. funds only) to:
 SPSNA
 241 Grove Rd.
 Stewartstown, PA  17363 

Questions?  Email shetlandponysociety@hotmail.com or call 717-993-3775.

New for 2009:  Non-family youth members may join as a non-voting sponsored member for $5.00 per show season.  This 
allows them to accrue points for certain performance classes while showing someone else’s ponies.  Forms for sponsored 
youth members will be available at each show and a parent or guardian signature must be included.

http://www.shetlandponysociety.org
http://www.shetlandponysociety.org
mailto:shetlandponysociety@hotmail.com
mailto:shetlandponysociety@hotmail.com

